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Daniel 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Daniel; means ―God is my judge‖ 

 He spoke God‘s words to the Gentile and Jewish world, declaring God‘s current and future plans 

 Most likely written between 536 and 530 BC 

Background 

 Historical Setting 

 Book begins in 605 B.C. 

 Daniel is exiled to Babylon with many others, including his three friends 

 Events continue beyond 536 BC, past the time of Babylonian domination  

 Key People 

 Daniel: also called Belteshazzar; Israelite captive who became a royal advisor 

 Nebuchadnezzar: great king of Babylon; went temporarily insane for not acknowledging God‘s sovereignty 

 Shadrach: also called Hananiah; exiled Jew placed in charge of the province of Babylon; saved by God from 

the ‗fiery furnace‖ 

 Meshach: also called Mishael; exiled Jew placed in charge of the province of Babylon; saved by God from the 

‗fiery furnace‖ 

 Abed-Nego: also called Azariah; exiled Jew placed in charge of the province of Babylon; saved by God from 

the ‗fiery furnace‖ 

 Belshazzar: successor of Nebuchadnezzar as king of Babylon; also used Daniel as an interpreter 

 Darius: Persian successor of Belshazzar as ruler of Babylon; his advisors tricked him into sending Daniel to 

the lions‘ den 

The Literary Genre of Daniel (Daniel and Apocalyptic Literature)  

 Features of apocalyptic literature 

 Daniel and Revelation 

 Arises out of a time of persecution and oppression 

 Uses symbols and imagery (often strange and bizarre) 

 Be very cautious in how we use these books 

 Not designed to give us a detailed road map of everything that will happen in the future 

 Apocalyptic looks at the future with a soft lens focus 

 Gives us a general picture of God‘s ultimate victory 

 Much more symbolic than detailed 

 Provides a unique view of history 

 Divided between weeks, periods, empires 
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 Strong eschatological focus 

 End of time and the world to come when God destroys this world 

 An intense form of prophecy; no hope of salvaging this world 

 Prophecy deals with God‘s activity within human history (in this world) 

 Apocalyptic focuses on God‘s activity outside of history (in the new world) 

 The world to come 

The Message of the Book of Daniel  

 Theme/purpose of the book 

 God is sovereign; He overrules and eventually will overcome human evil 

 Structure and outline of the book 

 Daniel 1–6 

 How are we supposed to live when we are in exile, in the midst of a society that doesn‘t know the 

Lord? 

 Daniel never gives up his commitment to God, refuses to compromise his integrity 

 Special themes 

 Sovereignty of God 

 God is in control of circumstances of exile 

 God is superior to the gods of Babylon (2) 

 Daniel interpreted dream when those from Babylon couldn‘t 

 God humbles the arrogance and pride of the rulers of Babylon (4:28-30; 5:1-6) 

 Rulers praise the God of Heaven (2:47; 3:28-29; 4:34-37; 6:26-27) 

 Need for faithfulness in exile 

 Daniel 1: Daniel and his friends refuse the king‘s food and wine 

 Despite their new names (being reprogrammed), they refuse to compromise 

 Daniel 3: refusal to bow to image 

 God rewards the faithful 

 Daniel 1:20 

 Daniel 2:18-19 

 Daniel 3:24-30 

 Daniel 5:29 

 Daniel 6:19-28 

 Daniel 7–12 

 Daniel‘s dreams 

 Difficult to interpret this prophecy 

 Much of the problem derives from the attempt to convert the times, weeks, and days into chronological 

systems that predict precise dates of future events 

 Difficulty arises also because of the use of forms and figures that seem to be intentionally obscure 

 We have to wait for full understanding 
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 Chapter 7 

 First year…chapters 7 and 8 occur after chapter 4, but before chapter 5 

 Dream in chapter 7 is far beyond Daniel‘s day to the coming of Israel‘s king to end all Gentile 

kingdoms and to establish His eternal kingdom 

 Four beasts 

 Lion: Babylon 

 Bear: Medo-Persia 

 Leopard: Greece under Alexander the Great; four heads represent the four generals who 

divided his kingdom after his death; they ruled Macedonia, Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt 

 Fourth beast: no such animal; unique; points to Roman Empire; it will be revived and return 

to great strength near Christ‘s Second Coming; it will be comprised of ten parts under ten 

kings, and an eleventh king—the Antichrist 

 Another horn: rise of Antichrist 

 Beast was slain: fourth beast under the Antichrist will be defeated by Jesus at the Second 

Coming 

 Son of Man: Jesus the Messiah; distinct from the Ancient of Days (the Father) 

 War against the saints: the Antichrist will lead a great persecution of believers, especially in 

Israel 

 Chapter 8 

 Third year: two years after the dream of chapter 7 but before chapter 5 

 Ram: Medo-Persian Empire 

 Goat: Greece; great horn: Alexander 

 Small horn: Antiochus Epiphanes, ruled Syrian division of the third empire 

 2,300 days: predicted the persecution of Antiochus from 171-164 BC 

 Male goat…large horn: third Gentile world power, Greece, and Alexander 

 A king will rise: near fulfillment in Antiochus; precursor to eventual Antichrist 

 Chapter 9 

 First year: about 539 BC 

 Seventy weeks…weeks of years 

 Time span is from Artaxerxes‘s decree to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC to the Messiah‘s 

kingdom 

 Then there will be 69 weeks to the coming of the anointed one; 483 years to the time of the 

coming of the Messiah 

 Decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah 

 483 ―Prophetic years (360 days) 

 483 x 360 = 173,880 days 

 March 5, 444 BC + 173,880 days = March 30, 33 AD 

 Objection is that we‘re talking about apocalyptic language, which usually includes much 

symbolism; argue that it‘s just a long time in the future 

 Anointed one will be cut off; death of the messiah 
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 70th week is something still in the future; great tribulation; begins with rapture of church and 

ends with Jesus coming back to destroy his enemies; antichrist will set up abomination of 

desolation (desolate or ruin by Antichrist of what Jews hold as sacred—temple and honoring 

God‘s presence there) 

 The prophecy of the 70 Weeks (how to interpret and understand) 

 Points to Christ and ultimate kingdom of God but definite specifics of how and when that 

will happen isn‘t completely laid out 

 Still yet future 

 Chapter 11 

 First year: 539 BC 

 Prophecy in chapter 11 encompasses the history of spiritual conflict in Israel to the far-future 

tribulation 

 It is so accurate that many have suggested that it was written after the actual events occurred 

 Prophecy looks ahead to final Antichrist 

 King of the South: Ptolemies, the leaders of Egypt 

 King of the North: the Seleucids, the leaders of Syria 

 Egypt gained an advantage until Antiochus fought against them; Jews in Egypt rebelled against 

Antiochus, who achieved enduring dominion over Israel 

 Eventually, Antiochus IV Epiphanes came to power in Syria and persecuted the Jews, previewing 

what the Antichrist will be like; this is a near and far prophecy 

 Chapter 12 

 Preview of the resurrection 

 Some will rise to eternal life; some to eternal punishment 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
 


